TEAM 505 RACING

The ‘Final chapter’ 2006 Baja 1000 Story

“Forget about it!”
By Kyle Abney

Well, here it is, another Baja 1000 story from me for Team 505. This year’s Baja proved
to be another record breaker in many ways. Records in attendance - 430 starters, 232 finishers
and of course one of the most technical courses, mostly due to Hurricane damage down south!

You know the rule to any big trip, right? You will forget something, especially with a
trip and race as big as the Baja 1000. However the key is to forget something that won’t matter
anyhow! Well, let’s just say you’ll see all the things we forgot all the way. There are so many
things that happen on an adventure like this year, and some I have written here, some [ will only
talk about it person, and some I just don’t have enough time or ‘paper’ to write them all!

My personal adventure really started last year right after we finished the 2005 Baja 1000.
Terry Marshall, Dan Natal, Tony Gurule and myself were lucky enough to finish one of the
roughest 1000’s ever on Dan’s XR 650R that Ed from E.H.R. built! I immediately started
figuring out how I was going to get my own XR 650R for next year, who else could and would
go and how I was going to pay for it all!

The goal was to make the fastest possible Team from NM and who knows, maybe even
finish in the top 20 Overall? Realistically I knew just finishing the race would be a big enough
accomplishment, but I like to set my goals high! I finally got my first XR 650R from Chuck at
ACC not long after I got my new job with Honeywell in Albuquerque and right after the 1%
NMDRC race of the year, the Tarantula 100. I really wanted to have the bike ready for the
Tarantula, ‘cause I actually thought I would have a shot at that race, if I had a bike as good as
Dan’s. Let’s just say that was another one of those high goals, I had got the flu right before the
race, didn’t have the money for the 650 yet and realistically the race bike we used in this year’s
1000 still isn’t as good as Dan’s bike was 1 n 2005, but live and learn! I had spent about 5k on
modifying this year’s race bike though and I’'m already working on it for 2007! Stay tuned for
those improvements!



Ok, back to this year’s adventure, I decided to head down to Las Cruces early to meet up
with Tommy at his house just prior to leaving for Baja. In fact, the Pro Team 21x (all but

Robbie) had planned on riding in the last NMDRC (New Mexico Desert Racing Club) race of
the year in Las Cruces. It was scheduled to be held just two weeks prior to the Baja 1000 race.

Can you tell Tommy was ready for the big adventure too? At point at least we knew part
of the Team is on-line!




Just check out the sweet graphics/numbers Tommy had made up for the race and pre-ride
bikes.




Well, prior to the NMDRC race we all had decided to make a few photo op’s, but
unfortunately one of our Team members wasn’t there! Must have been something to do with
the knee brace he had been wearing? However as you can see below there was one member
from the other Team #409X, so it all worked out. (Nice shirts eh?)




